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Storyteller comes to USD as part of Big Read
BY AMBER SPRAGUE
STAFF WRITER

RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA
Valerie Boyd, author and journalist, spoke at the IPJ on behalf of USD's month-long Big Read discussion.

Valerie Boyd, award win
ning author of "Wrapped in
Rainbows: The Life of Zora
Neale Hurston" spoke at the
IPJ Friday as a part of the
Black Story Tellers of San
Diego and the Big Read.
Boyd, an avid supporter
of Hurston, held a discussion
about Hurston's "Their Eyes
Were Watching God." This
novel is said to be a black
feminist classic. The novel
narrates Janie Crawford's
ripening from a vibrant, but
voiceless, teenage girl into a
woman with her finger on the
trigger of her own destiny.
"Zora would be very
pleased with this very diverse
crowd in this beautiful Peace
and Justice Theater," Boyd
said.

The National Association
of Black Storytellers, Inc.
promotes the art of black sto
rytelling, which embodies the
history, heritage and culture
of blacks.
Black storytellers edu
cate and entertain through
oral tradition, which depicts
and documents the Afri
can-American
experience.
A nationally organized body
with individual, affiliate and
organizational memberships,
NABS preserves and passes
on many things, including the
folklore, legends, myths and
fables of Africans and their
descendants and ancestors.
The Black Story Tellers of
San Diego has been located in
Hillcrest for 10 years, telling
stories nationally and interna
tionally.
"It is a great pleasure for

See BOYD, page 2

Hip-hop acts come to
JCP on Cinco de Mayo ^Alumni consider both sides
BY KAITLIN PERRY
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
Get ready to celebrate Cinco
de Mayo with acclaimed per
formers G. Love and Special
Sauce, Talib Kweli and The
Cool Kids at the Jenny Craig
Pavilion.
If you haven't heard of any
of these bands, they could all
be described as "hip-hop that
appeals to the brain," said
Tom Nash, head of USD's
Concert Committee. With G.
Love and Special Sauce and
Talib Kweli, who have been
around since the '90s and are
known for their impressive
live performances, and up and
coming underground hip-hop
band The Cool Kids, the JCP
is guaranteed to transform into
a high energy dance hall.
Talib Kweli, formerly a
member of Black Star and
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"On Both Sides" was
billed as "an artistic re
action to the humanity
we choose to wall out."

a favorite rapper of both
50 Cent and Jay-Z, is a
"natural fit for campuses,"
said Nash. His music has
an intellectual compo
nent and provides social
commentary along with
addicting beats, which is
appealing to today's col
lege student. Kweli, along
with long-time manager
Corey Smyth, launched
Blacksmith Music, which
is bringing the critically ac
claimed music of Jean Grae
and Strong Arm Steady
to the attention of music
lovers everywhere. Kweli
plans on making a positive
difference on the rap scene
and so far has been doing
that just that.
Brushfire Records' G.
Love, who has worked

This event, held on
Friday, April 25, in
Camino's Blackbox The
ater, addressed border
issues. The presentation
of their message includ
ed song, music,visual
art, and theater, instead
of just dialogue.
Pictured on the left,
USD alumnus Ben Lee
paints an interpretive
piece.
Also presenting at
the event were alumni
Chris Bresky and Casey
McKinley, who gave a
musical performance.
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

See G. LOVE, page 2
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Newsworthy:

"Humans don't swim like a seal or look like a seal, but
that doesn't mean white sharks won't attack us using their
predatory motivation."

News Editor

choffman@usdvista.com

- Ralph Collier, shark attack expert

ORLD BEAT
BY LIZ BUCKLEY
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
Tornadoes devastate Virginia

Three tornadoes hit Virginia on
Monday injuring at least 200 people
and damaging numerous homes. As
of Tuesday no fatalities had been re
ported. Gov. Tim Kaine pronounced
Virginia a state of emergency as the
twisters moved through the state, hit
ting a shopping mall and a hospital
along their way.

Austrian man raped and
Ij|» fathered children with his
| daughter
Josef Fritzl, a 73-year-old Austrian
man, has been arrested for keeping his
daughter captive for 24 years while

raping and fathering seven children with
her. Fritzl appeared in court on Tuesday
and pleaded guilty. He faces a sentence
of 15 years if convicted. Fritzl kept his
42-year-old daughter and her children
in the cellar of his house guarded by an
electronic security door.

Sources: BBC, CNN

United States and France have intro
duced an anti-piracy resolution at the
United Nations conference to try and
stop the problem before it gets worse.

Seventeen people linked to Ti
betan riots
A Chinese court sentenced 17 people
Tuesday, including six monks, for their
role in the riots in Tibet last month. The
men face three years to life in prison if
sentenced. Allegedly 18 civilians and
one police officer were killed during
the riot. The riot began as a Pro-inde
pendence protest, but quickly escalated
into violence as protestors began burn
ing stores and attacking police officers.

Pirate attacks up 20 percent

Bands of pirates have been reported
attacking ships with weapons and spe
cialized equipment including night gog
gles and rocket launchers. The pirates
collect ransoms from targeted ships. The

Women in London paid to eat
chocolate
British scientists are looking for
women to participate in a study where
they must eat one bar of chocolate
everyday for a year. They will test
whether cocoa could cut the risk of
heart disease in women. The partici
pants must be under the age of 70 and
have gone through menopause. A spe
cial chocolate bar has been created for
the experiment.

Paris increases efforts to
rid city of rats
There are four times more rats than
people in Paris, as many as eight mil
lion, and officials have launched a cam-

paign to try and combat the rodents.
The Paris council has dedicated 10
members of its staff to deal with rats,
mice and pigeons. Rat culling is an
annual practice that occurs in Paris
right before peak tourist season: the
summer months from May to June.

-f

Zimbabwe opposition
makes plea to U.N.

Zimbabwe's opposition
party
called for help from the U.N. as the
Security Council meets for the first
time to decide how to handle the
post-election crisis. Zimbabwean
police freed 180 opposition activists
after human rights groups charged
the Mugabe government with using
violence in rural areas to rig a pos
sible presidential run-off. With more
pressure placed on South Africa to
diplomatically address the situation,
foreign ministers in the European
Union have issued a ban on the sale
of arms to Zimbabwe and are encour
aging other countries to do the same.

Boyd speaks about novel G.Love and Kweli headline show
BOYD, continued
the university to be hosting this
event, we are both committed
to literacy and inclusion of di
versity," Sullivan said.
The Big Read is an initia
tive of the National Endownment for the Arts designed to
revitalize the role of literacy
reading in American popular
culture.
The Big Read wants to
address the issue directly by
providing citizens with the op
portunity to read and discuss a
single book within their com
munities. Four Big Read dis
cussions occured on campus
throughout April.

During Boyd's discussion,
passages were read from Hurston's novel, which was fol
lowed by an open discussion
with audience members.
The crowd consisted of a
mixture of people from the
community, faculty, staff and
students.
"It is a great feeling to see
events taking place like this on
campus, being a black student
on this campus it is nice to
see diversity and inclusion,"
freshman Brianna Estell said.
"I think events for every race
and ethnicity are important
to help students learn about
and understand different cul
tures."

G. LOVE, continued
with the likes of Ben Harper,
Blackalicious, Tristan Prettyman and Jack Johnson, could
be considered a musician who
has mastered the art of the live
show. Having played Wood
stock in 1999 and touring with
Slightly Stoopid, G. Love is
a major player in the music
game, and deservedly so. He
is now refreshing his career by
infusing party/hip-hop lyrics
with blues and harmonica ac
companiment.
The Cool Kids could be con
sidered a throwback to the '80s.
They use simple bass, heavy
beats and catchy lyrics (think

Run DMC) to hook listeners in.
Getting big with indie kids and
hip-hop aficionados alike, they

eclectic audience and provide
students with an alternative way
to celebrate Cinco de Mayo in a

The Cool Kids could be considered a
throwback to the '80s. They use simple
bass, heavy beats and catchy lyrics to
hook listeners
are sure to bring a lot of fun to
the JCP.
For a university which names
diversity as one of its main mis
sion statements, the combination
of G. Love, Kweli and The Cool
Kids is sure to bring together an

safe and responsible way. "This
is a great chance to expand your
musical horizons," said Nash.
Tickets are available on
Ticketmaster and at the UC box
office. Doors open at 6 p.m.

Take Back the Night Walk storms beach boardwalk
BY MAGGIE KLOS
STAFF WRITER
Thursday night marked the
conclusion of Sexual Assault
Awareness Week hosted by the
USD Women's Center. In an
effort for students to take a tan
gible effort in protesting against
sexual assault, the center hosted
a walk through Mission Beach
called the Take Back the Night
Walk. Students and staff mem
bers turned up to support the
cause and to spread awareness

about sexual assault.
The walk began at the Santa
Clara parking lot. Participants
were given the blue and pink
Sexual Assault Awareness Tshirts that were seen around
campus all week to wear for
the walk. In addition, each
participant was given a candle
that would be lit for a vigil at
the end of the walk. Tamara
Ho, a representative from the
USD Counseling Center, also
gave a brief welcome. The
walk started by crossing from

the boardwalk to the beach side
thanks to a police escort. Then
the group marched all along the
boardwalk. Courtney Larson,
director of Student Issues for
the Women's Center said, "I
felt it was appropriate to have
the march take place in Mission
Beach, as I myself didn't even
feel safe at night in my own
home when I lived there."
As walkers chanted, neigh
bors to the boardwalk opened
their windows to see what the
noise was. Many stopped to

cheer for the cause as they
passed by. The entire group
chanted various anti-sexual
assault cheers throughout the
walk. Cheers ranged from
chants such as, "2, 4, 6, 8 no
more date rape," to "Yes means
yes, no means no, sexual as
sault has got to go." Larson
continues, "It felt so liberating
to chant along the boardwalk
screaming how we wanted
an end to sexual assault and
our fear that comes at night,"
Larson said.

Once the group reached San
Fernando, a short candle-lit
vigil was held on a grassy field.
The group stood in a circle and
paused for a moment of silence
for anyone who they knew who
had experienced sexual assault.
Following that, the group con
cluded their walk by crossing
Mission Boulevard to walk
back to the Santa Clara park
ing lot. Participants walked in
peace as an effort to show their
own right to walk at night with
out the fear of sexual assault.
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public safety report
tries from deliveries to
Aromas. Upon investiga
tion the thefts were said
to have occurred at 5
a.m. on April 16, 17, 18
and 22.

MONDAY, APRIL 21

UC men's restroom, first
floor: At 2:20 p.m. Public
Safety responded to a
report of graffiti on a
wall in a men's restroom.
Upon investigation it was
unknown what time the
damage occurred. Fa
cilities Management was
contacted to remove the
graffiti from the wall.
TUESDAY, APRIL 22

Maher Hall: At 3:25 p.m.
Public Safety responded
to a report of multiple
thefts of various pas

campus. Upon investiga
tion the individual was
contacted, identified as a
non-student and arrested
by SDPD on suspicion of
grand theft. The golf cart
has not been located.

tigation the individuals
were contacted, identified
as resident students and
advised of the university's
skateboarding policy.
THURSDAY, APRIL 24

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23

L APril

Camino Hall: At 4:26 p.m.
Off campus - Via Las
Cumbres: At 12:45 p.m.

Public Safety responded
to a report of a residence
hall model room that had
been vandalized. Upon
investigation various al
cohol containers were
found throughout the
room. The items were
immediately removed.

Public Safety office: At
8:09 p.m. Public Saftey
responded to a report
of a locker padlock that
had been tampered with.
Upon investigation the
incident was said to have
occurred between 4:30
a.m. on April 18 and
7:40 p.m. on April .23. No
items were missing from
the locker.

Public Safety observed a
vehicle that was broken
into off campus. Upon
investigation the vehicle
was found to have been
broken into between
12 p.m. on April 25 and
12:45 p.m. on April 26.
The stereo and a rear
speaker were taken from
the vehicle.

Cuyamaca Hall: At 11 57
p.m. Resident Assistants
cited a resident student
for Minor in Possession.

Alcala Vistas area: At

San LuisHall: At 8:50 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 26

11:45 p.m. Public Safety
responded to a complaint
of two individuals skate
boarding in the roadways
on campus. Upon inves

Linda

Vista

Public Safety responded
to a report that resident
students were found pos
sessing alcohol. Upon
investigation three resi

Road:

At
4:07 a.m. Public Safety
observed an individual
drive a USD golf cart off

dent students were cited
for Minor in Possession.

SUNDAY, APRIL 27

Manchester Village area:
At 2:57 a.m. Public
Safety responded to a
report of a vehicle driving
recklessly on campus.
Upon investigation the
vehicle was found in a
campus parking garage.
The owner of the vehicle,
a commuter student and
a resident student were
also in the area. Both
students were under the
influence of alcohol (BAC
.271 and BAC .20). Both
students were voluntarily
transported to detox but
were rejected upon arriv
al. One student indicated
a medical concern and
was transported to the
hospital by paramedics.

Ataque de tiburon mortal ocurrio en Solana Beach
BY DANIEL HERRERA
STAFF WRITER
Este pasado 25 de abril un ti
buron bianco ataco y mato a un
senor de 66 anos que nadaba en
la playa de solana. El tiburon
le mordio las dos piernas mientras que el entrenaba para un
triatlon. La vfctima era Dave
Martin, un veterinario jubilado
de Solana Beach, quien fue
atacado en San Diego County
Tide Beach alrededor de las 7
a.m. segun las autoridades y su
amigo Rob Hill.
Martin fue llevado a una estacion de salvavidas para atencion medica pero fue declarado
muerto en la escena del acci
dente. Las heridas cruzaron sus

dos piernas segun los reportes
del sheriff de San Diego.
La institucion de oceanografia de Scripps estima que el
tiburon era de 12 a 17 pies de

una sola mordida entre sus piernas.
El suceso ocurrio aproximadamente 150 yardas fuera de la
costa. Varios de los nadadores

gresaron para llevarlo hacia la
costa.
Cuando el accidente ocurrio
ordenaron que todos salieran
del mar. Aproximadamente 17

Estos tipos de ataques no son tan raros como parecen,
se han sabido de 71 casos alrededor del mundo y 63
ocurrieron en el 2006 segun investigaciones por la universidad de la Florida.
largo.
"Se ve como que el tiburon
se le acerco, lo mordio y se
fue" dice Dismas Abelman, el
encargado del departamento de
bomberos, ya que se le encontro

estaban dentro del grupo cuando
el tiburon ataco a Martin. Dos
de ellos iban aproximadamente
20 yardas adelante de el cuando
lo escucharon gritar auxilio;
cuando escucharon esto se re-

millas alrededor de donde ocur
rio el accidente fueron cerradas
y las autoridades mandaron helicopteros para buscar al tiburon;
ocho millas de la playa fueron
cerradas. Varios miembros del

Mallory Nachtsheim - Editor in Chief

Julie Brodfuehrer - Copy Editor

Mary Beth Barker - Managing Editor

Natalia Cuevas - Copy Editor

Anthony Gentile - Associate Editor

Danielle Peak - Copy Editor

Courtney Hoffman - News Editor

Ryan Brennan - Photo Editor

Liz Buckley - Asst. News Editor

Ashley McLean - Chief Design Editor

Business - (619) 260-4714

Alex Antone - Opinion Editor

Andrew Woodbury - Web Editor

Arts & Culture - (619) 260-7848

Raymond Ayala - Sports Editor

Jenna Jay - Asst. Feature Editor

Davina Coady - Feature Editor

Jenna Consiglio - Asst. Design Editor

Kaitlin Perry - Arts & Culture Editor

Christine Haskell - Director of Finance

Carrie Widder-Asst. Arts & Culture

Lauren Miller - Ad. Manager

Jiliian Anthony- Campus Focus Editor

Dr. David Sullivan - Academic Advisor

Mark Heisey - Chief Copy Editor

Marie Minnick - Operations Advisor

The Vista
Editorial -(619)260-4584

Fax-(619) 260-4610
URL - www.sandieao.edu/vista

club que se reunfa desde los
ultimos seis anos para entrenar
dicen que nunca han visto un
tiburon. Una semana antes del
accidente se dio a conocer la noticia de que se habfa encontrado
una foca muerta en la playa; el
tiburon simplemente se a debio
de haber confundido con el
senor y penso que era la foca.
Estos tipos de ataques no son
tan raros como parecen, se han
sabido de 71 casos alrededor
del mundo y 63 ocurrieron en
el 2006 segun investigaciones
por la universidad de la Florida.
Solamente un caso tuvo consecuencias fatales, el cual ocurrio
en el 2007, el ultimo caso que
con consecuencias fatales en
California sucedio en el 2004.

The Vista publication is written and edited
by USD students and funded by revenues
generated by advertising and a student
fee. Advertising material published is for
information purposes only and is not to
be construed as an expressed or implied
endorsement or verification of such
commercial venues by the staff or University.
The Vista office is located in the lower level
of the University Center, room 114B.
All inquiries should be sent to:
The Vista
5998 Alcala Park
San Diego, CA 92110
The first copies of the newspaper are compli
mentary, all copies thereafter are 25 cents charge.
Opinions expressed in The Vista other than unsigned editorials are the opinions of the
writers or columnists and not necessarily those of The Vista staff.
Letters to the Editor can be submitted to The Vista office or sent to letter@usdvista.com.
Letters should be limited to 300 words and must be signed. For identification purposes,
USD identification numbers and writer's year must be included in the letter. The Vista
reserves the right to edit published letters. Any content sent to the editor will be consid
ered for publication unless otherwise stated.
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Schoolworthy:
"Education is not preparation for life; education is
life itself."

janthony@usdvista.com

- John Dewey

Stranded in Walking for hope, hoping for a cure
San Diego

BY JILLIAN ANTHONY
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR
For several weeks now I've been
writing about common concerns for
students at the end of the year: finals,
housing issues, summer stuff, quarterlife crises- the usual. Now I am being
faced with a less common issue.
Most of my friends are going abroad
in the fall, as a large portion of USD
juniors do. I'm very excited and happy
for all of them. I know they are going
to come back as culturally-enriched
and worldly-aware individuals; that is
if they come back in one piece.
There's one problem though: I'm
not going abroad until spring. I will not
be with many of my best friends for a
solid year. And not only do I get it from
the front end with not seeing all of my
sophomore friends for a year, I get it
from the other end as well, as all of my
newfound freshman buddies will leave
for their grand adventures as I step back
onto the multiple-fountained campus at
USD.
This just isn't fair. I know I already
wrote about how short college is but,
really- college is short! Seeing people I
have grown so close to about to gradu
ate is tearing me apart. The crazy thing
is how close you can be to someone,
sharing late nights, early mornings and
most importantly, meals. And then you
have to watch that person walk out of
your life.
Yes, of course, you can stay con
nected with someone very easily these
days, especially with text messaging,
e-mails and the new stalker-friendly
Facebook chat.
But let's face it- it will never be the
same.
I'm here to say I like it the way it is. I
like eating lunch with the same people
every Monday and Wednesday. I like
walking home with the same person
after my afternoon class. I like the cur
rent members of the Vista staff. I even
like stalking that guy on my way to
Tuesday class.
I'm just frustrated with change right
now. Call me naive, but I wish this
bubble of salty air, immaculate green
grass and pristine blue skies would last
forever.
But I know it won't. I have just three
weeks now to make it count. And to
my friends leaving me lonely, we'll be
together again very soon. What could
possibly happen in a year anyways?

groups.
The response from the campus com
munity has been huge every year and is
only growing. This year there are around
On Saturday morning the campus will
30 teams from university-related groups
be engulfed in a flurry of pink. USD is
alone. These teams include the Women's
hosting the annual Walk for Hope which
Center, alumni, athletics, Greek life, the
raises funds for breast cancer research
Romero Center, and even Copley Li
and awareness, and women and men
alike will be out with tennis shoes and
brary.
"We have T-shirts made [with funding
pink boas in hand to support the cause
from Torero Week
that touches so
end Programming]
many
people's
that incorporate City
lives.
of Hope and USD
The
festivi
with a list of all the
ties begin at 9
teams
walking on the
a.m. by the IPJ.
back," said Maggie
Participants have
Klos, coordinator of
the option of
the event. "We'll be
walking the 3K
passing them out to
or 5K course.
the first 150 walkers
After the walk,
and asking for a do
the celebrations
nation which will be
continue
with
donated directly to
host Bill Griffith,
City of Hope. There
ABC television's
will also be goodie
Emmy
and
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA
bags passed out to all
Golden
Mike
Walkers at the 2007 Walk for Hope don pink crowns and event shirts. Each year
the walkers."
award
winner
dozens of teams from the San Diego area such as the one pictured sign up to raise
Twenty-five hun
anchorman, and
money for breast cancer awareness and.research.
dred people are ex
Gina the Latina,
radio personality of channel 933. Breast time it has been hosted at the University pected to walk for hope Saturday. Last
year the event raised $159,000 and they
cancer survivors will also share their of San Diego.
"This is a good way for us to support an are expected to exceed that amount this
experiences and success stories with the
crowds. There will be a "survivor pavil important women's issue, but I certainly year to reach their goal of $200,000.
Today is the last day to sign up for
ion" where breast cancer survivors can wouldn't limit support to the Women's
go to be pampered and receive awards Center," said Women's Center graduate a team online at www.cityofhope.org/
for their triumphs. The USD choir will be assistant Sarah Headden. "This event has walkforhope, or trek to the IPJ Saturday
singing the national anthem and will be definitely become popular among many morning by 7:45 a.m. to join in.

BY JILLIAN ANTHONY
CAMPUS FOCUS EDITOR

followed by a singer, music and a dance
team. There will also be booths from
community-based groups giving away
merchandise.
The event for City of Hope, a non
profit organization, is being put on joint
ly by the USD Women's Center, Center
for Awareness, Service, and Action, and
Community Service Learning. It is the
ninth annual Walk for Hope and the third

Never let business casual be too casual
BY GIOVANNI GONZALES
FASHION COLUMNIST

will be looking your best in less than
10.

1. Never, ever wear a T-shirt. Always
Friday night I went out with friends wear an ironed button-up shirt. Just
to a club in the Gaslamp District. As by doing this one simple step you are
we made our way into the club, I no bound to look better and perhaps feel
ticed a sign that said the dress code confident enough to buy that cute girl a
was "business casual." It then outlined drink. The pattern of the shirt (paisley,
what exactly is meant by business striped, solid) will determine whether
casual. For those who don't know, you should tuck it in or not. Stripes
business attire is the typical way to or solids always look better tucked in.
dress. It is not suit and tie dressed up Prints, other than a paisley type, look
but it is also not baggy sweats and out better left out. You will find really
nice button-up shirts at any major
of shape T-shirts.
Despite the sign, inside the club department stores such as Nordstrom
was an entirely different story. and Bloomingdale's. I would suggest
People were wearing a combination anything by Marc by Marc Jacobs or
of different styles, most of them not Michael Kors.
2. Jeans are acceptable. Just make
even close to business casual. There
were tennis shoes, baseball caps and sure that you are not wearing a pair
baggy T-shirts galore. I was shocked. that has giant holes or are shredded like
I could not help but ask myself if the they've been in a fight with a cheese
term business casual had drastically grater. A nice pair of blue jeans will
changed from what it used to mean. always do and so will a pair of grey
Did it no longer mean that looking or black jeans. Don't even think about
wearing white jeans. I would suggest
refined is the way to be?
I also ccmld not help but wonder investing in a couple of nice pairs of
when T-shirts became acceptable to jeans like Joes Jeans or True Religion.
wear to a club. Last time I checked Yes, they are a little pricey but they
no one was wearing T-shirts to a busi will last you quite a while.
3. Although many people won't be
ness meeting. So if you are cramped
for time and are debating throwing looking at your shoes, they are still a
on that old tee, stop and breathe. And very important part of your look. This
then read this article. I guarantee you is where you have some wiggle room

to show off your ridiculously cool
style. Options here are endless, from
your classic standard oxford to a nice
loafer or slip-on. Having at least one
really nice pair of shoes is a must. I
would suggest checking out Salvatore
Ferragamo or Dolce and Gabbana col
lections. They are some of the leaders
in fashionable yet functional shoes.
4. And lastly, always wear a belt. To
solidify your look, I suggest matching
the color of your belt to the color of
your shoes. It usually does not matter
what kind of belt you wear but leather
always looks the best. The leader in
fine leather belts is arguably Gucci, but
you can always opt for a less expen
sive one. Wearing a nice belt adds that
extra touch that makes an outfit look
complete.
Obviously, what you wear depends,
on the event, but I always recommend
overdressing instead of underdressing.
It is easier to remove something from
your attire than it is to add to it at the
last minute. One thing I have learned
from being out in the "real world" is
that first impressions do matter. It is
important to always look your best
whether going on a date, a job inter
view, or just going downtown for the
evening. Not only will you be a head
turner, but you will feel better about
yourself and more confident.
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Alex Antone Opinion Editor aantone@usdvista.com

Opinionworthy:
"Trust and belief are two prime considerations.
You must not allow yourself to be opinionated."
-James Dean

The SCHMITT method: get the results you deserve!
and I was left with chafed fingers from
erasing too much. My final exhibited an
array of pen colors that didn't belong
and by the time I was finished it looked
like a scribbly mess of paper.
After that, I decided that I needed to
take drastic measures in order to avoid
the explosive outcome that I had expe
rienced in Calculus. I needed to find a
BY ALEX ANTONE
sure-fire approach to getting the results
OPINION EDITOR
I deserved. I searched far and wide for
a study method guaranteed to deliver a
Finals always seem to sneak up on positive outcome, and after months of
me. It's like one day I'm at Aromas probing and exploration, I finally found
eating a bran muffin and drinking a SCHMITT.
The SCHMITT method was devel
Ryan's Bash without a worry or a
care in the world, and then BAM - oped in 2003 by Dr. Richard Schmitt
it's time to study. These finals are the at Georgia Atlantic State University.
culmination of all of the knowledge Using his own last name as an acro
that you've gathered over the course nym, Schmitt has developed a freeof the semester, and whether present flowing method of study that guaran
ed in the form of a multiple-choice tees a smooth, effortless and relaxing
test or an essay, it's a good feeling to finals experience. Schmitt is currently
touring campuses nation wide to pro
get it all out of your system.
If you don't prepare well enough mote his method through a variety of
through a variety of study methods, workshops and seminars otherwise
finals can often be a painful expe known as "SCHMITT shows." Let's
rience - believe me, I know. Two go through the steps:
S is for Scan. Scan whatever mate
years ago in summer school, I went
into a Calculus final completely cold rial you might have received before
and the results did not come out the class begins, from PowerPoint slides to
way I wanted them to at all. The final your textbook.
C is for Copy. Copy down thorough
took much longer than anticipated

notes in class, paying special attention
whenever your professor says some
thing like, "This could potentially be
on the final."
H is for Highlight. Highlight your
textbook as you read through it. If any
thing stands out for any reason, high
light it
M is for Mark. Mark on your lec
ture notes whatever you think might be
on the final using sticky notes.
I is for Indicate. On these sticky
notes, indicate why you think the sub
ject matter is important.
T is for Trial. Using your high
lighted, marked and indicated areas of
concern give your self a trial run by
developing a practice final.
T is for Test. Finally after all your
hard work and preparation, it's time
to get what's coming to you - an out
standing grade.
It is important to follow these steps
to the final "T." Omitting even one of
these steps nullifies the guarantee and
isn't SCHMITT at all. We all have
our own nuances and tendencies when
studying for finals; so luckily, the
SCHMITT method can be adapted in a
variety of ways in order to increase the
comfort level of the SCHMITTer.
When you're ready to get SCHMITTy, be sure your surroundings are

conducive to the natural flow of
SCHMITTing. Some SCHMITTers
enjoy SCHMITTing in groups, but
others have found this to be uncom
fortable and unproductive because
they find it almost impossible to talk
and SCHMITT at the same time.
1 oftentimes have difficulty
SCHMITTing when my mind is in
a torrent of emotion, so sometimes
when I SCHMITT, I enjoy light
ing candles and playing soft music
like Kenny G in order to soothe
my mind, calm my soul and allevi
ate some of the stress and negative
energy gained throughout the day.
Whenever SCHMITT happens,
everybody wins. And until students
are SCHMITTing all over campus,
I will continue to spread the good
news about the SCHMITT method.
Whatever your preferred SCHMIT
Ting environment, be sure to make
your SCHMITT session as fun
and enjoyable as possible. If you
commit yourself to following the
steps, you'll be SCHMITTing with
ease and getting positive results
in no time. However, if you forget
to SCHMITT or choose not to
SCHMITT before going into a dif
ficult final examination - you'll be
SCHMITT out of luck.

The current demise of the athletic icon
BY DOUG WOOD
STAFF WRITER
What does it mean to be a sports
hero? At one time it meant having a
love for the game, even if that game
didn't come with a six-figure payout.
It meant being committed to some
thing greater than one's "self;" maybe
an obligation to a team or a special
bond with a city that couldn't be easily
forgotten with monetary incentives.
But most of all it meant the sacrifice
of unacceptable and self-fulfilling be
haviors so that aspiring athletes - like
the millions of teenagers whose lives
revolve around their favorite sport
and consequently their favorite player
- had a positive role model to look up
to. But those days are history. So in
today's world of anabolic steroids, dis
honest Olympians and Michael Vick's
heartless gambling ring, maybe there
is no such thing as a true athletic icon.
While cheating to win is becoming
continually commonplace on many
fields of play, this dishonest behavior
is slowly crossing over to off-field ac
tions and manifesting itself through
the immoral acts of many of our favor
ite athletes. Men (and I use that term
loosely) who front as model citizens
and godlike athletes are increasingly
becoming known as criminals, rapists,
drunk drivers and even murderers.
Names that used to mean something

in sports, like Kobe Bryant, Michael
Vick, Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens
are names now associated with lying,
cheating and being a scumbag. And
even for those who are innocent of
their supposed crime, not only will a
black mark forever plague any and all
of their achievements, but those who
idolize these "men" will only remem
ber the evil they have committed. The

horns football team were arrested last
summer, Penn State kindly reminded
us by having six players arrested in
just one day.
And what happens to these young
men? Well for all intents and purposes,
nothing at all. Despite limited media
attention and meaningless slaps on
the wrist, the majority of these play
ers walk free with only a sad lesson

Maybe we need to reincarnate some true men
of sports, like the historically "perfect" sports
hero Roberto Clemente; a man whose life and
bright career were cut short at the young age
of just 38 while attempting a rescue mission to
assist earthquake victims in Nicaragua.
saddest thing is that we can actually
see this happening with today's youth.
Take, for example, Danny Almonte,'
the 16-year-old who forged his pass
port in an attempt to accompany his
New York team to the Little League
World Series in 2001. Or just in case
we weren't getting the point that
there was a problem after discovering
that six members of the Texas Long-

sketched into their minds: "I can get
away with anything." This lesson
proves that if there ever was a time for
a hero to present himself in the sports
world, today is that day.
Maybe we need to reincarnate some
true men of sports, like the historically
"perfect" sports hero Roberto Cle
mente - a man whose life and bright
career were cut short at the young age

of just 38 while attempting a rescue
mission to assist earthquake victims
in Nicaragua. Or maybe we can learn
from another hero who's perhaps a bit
more recognizable for our generation,
the brave and unforgettable Pat Till
man; the brave professional football
player who turned down $3.6 million
from the Arizona Cardinals to instead
enlist in the U.S. Army following the
September 11 terrorist attacks. Till
man, however, was not only a hero
after the attacks, but showed signs of
being a worthy icon years earlier when
he turned down a five-year, $9 million
contract offer from the St. Louis Rams
out of loyalty to the Cardinals.
So from cheaters playing on every
surface of every field imaginable to
rapists and killers on the streets of
every major city, athletes are seem
ingly prone to disappoint. And with no
change in sight, it seems that the clas
sic idea of a sports hero is dying about
as quickly as Barry Bonds' hopes of
being signed. So after my article two
weeks ago concerning money in sports,
I again call for a reformation in the cat
egory of athlete behavior. And while I
don't have an answer to the question of
what it means to be a sports hero today,
I do know that the world of sports is
changing, and unfortunately before we
know it there may be no more thrill of
victory, and we will be left with only
the agony of deceit.
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New registration system causes more frustration than satisfaction
"I was told that the system was
changed so that it would be linked to
DARS; however, it is not linked. The
Those of us who are juniors and new system had me with less units then
seniors will remember using the old I actually had even though my DARS
phones in our rooms for registration, was correct. Because the system had it
if for nothing else. I will never forget wrong I was unable to register at the
second semester of my freshman year correct time and the class filled up. The
when I hadn't received the message only good thing about the new system
that my PIN changed from the previous is the ability to put in all classes at once.
semester and at 5:59 a.m. the receiver However, I would rather forgo this
gave me"the all too familiar recording convenience factor for a working reg
that 1 couldn't register. So there I was, istration system," said Lauren Schoop,
in my pajamas, running down Found a junior who majors in chemistry.
As holds were released, students
ers Hall to my friend's room, freaking
out knowing I would never get the didn't have to worry about going to
classes I wanted. To this day I didn't their advisors to receive their PIN.
get a schedule I was happy with until This was less of a hassle for most. But
for some it just created more confusion
registering for senior year.
But that isn't the point. The point on the date and time they were allowed
is by sophomore year USD finally got to register.
"I received an e-mail from both my
with the times and made registering an
advisor
and the school stating that all
online system. I liked the first WebReg
online system in general. It wasn't holds had been released; I registered
anything extraordinary but it got the the first day. Later that day, I received
job done. When we all heard the news an e-mail stating that the glitch had
that the registration system would be been fixed, and since I registered before
revamped, I thought, "OK, maybe it my select time, my schedule had been
can only get better. The school will get deleted. It was annoying because I was
student opinion and make it more tech able to take advantage of the mistake,
nologically advanced." But after using but then I wasn't rewarded in the end,"
it I am only sure of the differences and said junior Kelly Dryer.
But students aren't the only ones
not necessarily what is better about it.
One of the first things that confused who are raising eyebrows and wonder
me about the new Banner system was ing if change is always better. Profes
that when I went to search for my com sors said they had to help students get
munication classes, every single one into classes that were listed as closed
showed up. It was really hard to sort when they were open. They had to
and look at classes because you had to take time out of their day-to explain
look at them all at once, alphabetically. scheduling problems. Professor Kevin
Timpe of the philosophy department
Some people felt differently.
"I liked in the new system that you has heard of a general frustration from
could enter different search criteria by students.
"The new registration system is
date, teacher or time. It was nice that
I could specifically sort my business madly frustrating to use. The inter
classes and at least filter certain things face is clunky and opaque, and offers
no obvious benefits beyond the much
out," Amanda Secore said.

BY BRYN EVERETT
STAFF WRITER

Why capital punishment?
BY JESSICA PORTER

GUEST WRITER
The death penalty in the United
States was recently resumed after the
Supreme Court rejected a challenge
to the lethal injection. It is definitely
an issue that has people divided. Per
sonally, I am strongly opposed to the
death penalty. The intentions behind
it should be deterrent and punishment
for a person who commits a heinous
crime. The problem lies in the fact that
many people have found themselves on
death row for crimes that they did not
commit. The reasons can range from
mishandled evidence to investigators
choosing to ignore particular facts
within a case.
It is amazing to think that the United
States is the most advanced country,
yet still allows for innocent people to
be given the ultimate punishment when
there are facts that can outright prove
that person's innocence. There are an
estimated eight people who have been
executed when there were still ques
tions of their innocence.
John Grisham's, "The Innocent
Man," is a true story about a man

who spent 11 years on death row for a
crime that he did not commit. It is an
astounding story that illustrates how
flawed the U.S. judicial system can
be. I must admit that I am not entirely
shocked because my own family is bat
tling that same flawed judicial system.
My stepfather awaits the death penalty
in San Quentin for a crime that he did
not commit. The errors within his case
are absolutely astounding and numer
ous. I still feel the shock from sitting
through his trial, and having to hear an
erroneous sentence. To this day I try to
figure out where everything went so
wrong for him. Then I realize I cannot
pinpoint a particular moment, because
the whole case against him was just
outright wrong. Now he has to fight for
his life, and hope that the same system
that wants to put him to death will real
ize their error in time.
Innocent people should not have to
endure fighting for their lives because
of a flawed system. At this point, it is
necessary to demand either reform
within the judicial system or abolition
of the death penalty. Justice should be
blind, and we should not allow it to be
influenced by the deaf and dumb.
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more user-friendly WebReg system,"
Timpe said.
So change isn't always better, but
it has happened and students and fac-

ulty alike are trying to get used to it.
Maybe the registrar will listen and try
to convince us that change can be a
good thing.
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The 00s definitely suck when compared to the 90s
BY PETER CHO
STAFF WRITER
I recently had a revelation about the
state of our nation's affairs. After coming
home from class and browsing through
a few news stories about the presidential
election, I realized something extraordi
nary; the 2000s suck more than the 90s.
In the past, every decade, with the excep
tion of the 20s (every decade sucks com
pares to the 20s) was superior to the prior
decade. After realizing this, I decided to
investigate. I thought about what a typi
cal day was like in the 90s.
This is a typical day of someone
from the 90s. You wake up at 7 a.m..
You watch "Ghostbusters" or "Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles" and mack on a
bowl of Kix for breakfast. Your mom ties
your L.A. Gear light-up shoes, because
you still haven't figured out that whole
"rabbit goes around the tree twice" crap.
Once you get to school, you play on the
swings for a while before school starts.
Then you work on some "art" projects,
play "Oregon Trail" in the computer lab,
and then engage in a few games of wallball and four corners after lunch. Some
times you play the game where someone
would kneel behind your target and you
push them over. (That wasn't really a
game, it was just a mean trick.) After a
few multiplication tables and some Shel
Silverstein poems you go home for the
day. School back then was awesome.
Only in elementary school is it socially
acceptable to eat chicken nuggets with
a pouch of chocolate milk and fruit
snacks.
Then you go play outside, and do
things like put a refrigerator box on top
of two skateboards and speed down a
hill until you hit a car or a bush. If there
are enough kids in the streets you play
freeze tag or spin around in circles until
you throw up. Then you come home, zap
some ducks and stomp on some goombas, and pass out in front of the TV while
watching the Rugrats. Get to bed by nine,
and the cycle repeats itself.
The fact of the matter is that life was

PETER CHO/THE VISTA

awesome back then. "The Secret World
of Alex Mack" was way better than the
"Real World." I'd take "Full House" and
"Fresh Prince of Bel-Air" over "A Shot at
Love with Tila Tequila" any day. Carmen
Sandiego could kick the ass of anyone
from "Grand Theft Auto" or "World of
Warcraft," and Blasternaut from "Mathblaster" is fifteen times more awesome
than Master Chief from "Halo." The 90s
were just superior to the 00s in every way
possible. In all honesty, the only way the
00s can redeem itself at this point is if
people either a) invent the flying car like
they're supposed to, or b) bring back
light-up shoes.
People might say "But what about the
Internet?" or "What about Justin Timberlake?" I say to those people, "America's
Funniest Home Videos" came out before
YouTube, and Justin Timberlake isn't
enough to save the 00s. Someone, please
save the 00s from being the worst decade
since the 80s.

See something you like?
See something you don't?
Have an opinion on anything at all?

THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO:
Write a letter to the editor and see
your name in print!

Submissions should be sent to:
aantonetoiusdvista.com

Letters to the editor
A recent article in the Vista ("Stu
dents have mixed feelings towards
Oxford," April 17) contains some
claims which should be corrected.
Firstly, the author states that the
Oxford program takes place at St.
Clare's, an international college
'where the majority of students are
from USD'. The facts do not sup
port this claim. During the semester
in question, there were 117 students
at St. Clare's, and the international
breakdown was 43 American (not all
from USD), 24 Dutch, 7 Spanish, 5
Saudi Arabian, 5 Belgian, 4 Norwe
gian, 3 French, 3 Venezuelan, 2 Chi
nese, 2 German, 2 Italian, 2 Turkish,
2 Kazakh, and one student from each
of the following: Albania, Belarus,
Canada, Costa Rica, Georgia, Great
Britain, Nigeria, Portugal, Slovakia,
Switzerland, Tunisia, Serbia and South
Korea. Simple mathematics thus falsi
fies the claim that USD students were
'the majority.'

One of the interviewees claims that
she was 'misled' into thinking both that
St. Clare's was a college of the Univer
sity of Oxford, and that she would be
guaranteed a foreign roommate. The
Study Abroad Office always makes it
clear both that St. Clare's is an indepen
dent college located in Oxford (though
one which has a well-established link
with Blackfriars, a permanent private
hall of the University of Oxford), and
that, while it is generally true that
Americans will have non-Americans
as roommates, this is not always logistically possible. That some USD
students did not have a foreign room
mate last semester is a consequence
of how popular the Oxford experience
continues to be. Indeed, the consis
tently large numbers of USD students
going to St. Clare's'is the greatest sign
of the strength, appeal and quality of
the Oxford program.
Brian R. Clack
Department of Philosophy

It is true as the writer stated in her
article on April 24 ("I know I'm gradu
ating alright - enough already!") that
undergraduate students can still turn
in their graduation petitions and both
graduate and participate in the May
commencement ceremony. Why then,
did the Registrar's office send out the
e-mail message last semester telling
students there was a Nov. 1 deadline
for turning in graduation petitions?
The purpose of turning the graduation
petition in by Nov. 1 is to allow the
Registrar's office time to complete a
graduation audit for each student prior
to the start of the Spring semester. That
way, if the audit shows that there are
graduation requirements remaining of
which the student is unaware, there is
still time for him or her to change his
or her Spring course schedule and meet

those requirements. What this means is
that the Nov. 1 deadline is for the ben
efit of the students, not the university.
As the perspn who hears the appeals
of students who have had requests to
participate in the May commencement
ceremony denied because they have
failed to fulfill a requirement, I know
that there are a dozen or more students
each year who end up in predicaments
that could have been avoided if they
turned their graduation petitions in
the Fall semester. It is my hope that if
students understand that the purpose of
the Nov. 1 deadline is to help ensure
that they will meet all of the gradua
tion requirements, then more of them
will turn their graduation petitions in
by that deadline.
Dr. Thomas R. Herrinton
Associate Provost
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Serving the school and nation simultaneously

How three employees help keep the campus running smoothly for students and other staff

NAME: Wendy Tankersley
AGE: 50
BIRTHPLACE: Sacramento, Calif.
A TORERO SINCE 1990

BY DAVINA COADY AND J-ENNA JAY
FEATURE EDITOR AND ASST. FEATURE EDITOR

All aboard the party hus
NAME: Jorge Parra
AGE: 31
BIRTHPLACE: Mazatlan, Mexico
A TORERO SINCE 2005
Trolling Marian Way for eight hours a day
may just seem like students searching for
campus parking, yet tram driver Jorge Parra
does it 40 hours a week every week, picking
up running, waving and yelling students, and
giving them a lift to their classes.
Many campus tram drivers are known for
signature traits, like "guy who doesn't slow
down for speed bumps" or "man who listens
to and repeats words from the 'learn Japanese'
tapes he constantly plays." Parra is no different
in having a defining trait. Bumping noisy rap
music in the tram, Parra's tram is nicknamed
"the party bus."
"I'm funny with the students. I listen to rap
and hip-hop in the tram," he said.
When he's not working Alcala Park, Parra
can be seen working as a bouncer at Cafe Se-

Nv v. v

villa downtown. "I don't have time A1
for hobbies. 1 have two jobs so I'm
| |jjjl
always working," Parra said.
ij
Parra, a father of two, said he - MH I
doesn't get angry with students who
|
talk on cell phones while riding
his tram, and he hasn't had many
S
bad experiences in his three years
By/
driving the tram through the East
1
Campus and Old Town routes.
IBSi®
"One dude got on my nerves |
a couple weeks ago complaining
about an Alicia Keys song on the
radio. He just kept saying, 'I hate
this song!' It was obnoxious," Parra
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Overall, though, Parra said the
best part of his job is interacting A
with students on a daily basis. And
the worst part?
"There is no worst part of my job.
JENNA JAY THE VISTA
arra
waitin
for
It's too easy, too fun. You can't have ^
g
students to board the Old Town tram beside
a bad time here.'

Colachis Plaza.

As a USD employee for 18 years, Wendy Tankersley has
seen a lot of changes around campus. When she first started
working here, there was no Colachis Plaza preventing stu
dents and faculty from driving down the middle of campus.
She also remembers watching fireworks go ofif from a field
where the IPJ building now stands. Most importantly, she
reminisces on the availability of parking spaces on campus
during the first couple of years of her employment.
A lot has changed in almost two decades, but Tankersley,
the executive assistant of the NROTC department, says she
absolutely loves her job.
"I am in a unique situation with my job,"Tankersley said.
"I feel I have the best of both worlds. I work for a wonderful
university, and I also work closely with the military."
Tankersley discovered her current position by chance
while taking a walk on campus. At the time she worked
part-time for a copier company down the street and used to
take frequent walks around campus because of its proximity
to her job and the beauty of the school.
One day on a walk she randomly decided to stop by Hu
man Resources to see if anything was available on the job
board. She found the executive assistant position, applied,
and less than two weeks later was hired.
Over the years, Tankersley's job responsibilities have
expanded and now she has a wide array of duties. She is
in charge of arranging NROTC meetings around campus,
updating the Commanding Officer's calendar, creating Navy
and Marine correspondence and providing senior military
officers with protocol guidelines.
Tankersley also works with a variety of people at differ
ent levels. She works directly with military officers, civilian
government employees and students.

DAVINA COADY/THE VISTA

Tankersley at her office in Sacred Heart Hall, room 110, where she works on a variety
of memos and messages for the NROTC department.

"I am a people person and really enjoy working directly with the students in
NROTC," Tankersley said. "They are so respectful and the devotion they have to
their country is impressive and admirable."
One of the most interesting aspects about Tankersley's position is the fact that
she has a new boss every three years.
Following military protocol, the Commanding Officer and Executive Officer of
NROTC get transferred every three years. So after getting used to the management
style of one boss, Tankersley has to quickly adjust her skills to another one in a
short period of time, which she admits keeps things exciting.
In the last 18 years Tankersley has had seven different bosses. Although the
adjustment can be challenging, she said it is also fun because it is similar to start
ing a new job.
She still has wonderful relationships with many of her previous bosses; in fact,
most of them still stop in to see her or meet with her over coffee.
"My favorite things about my job are the people and the atmosphere—it's like
a family," Tankersley said.

Employee facts

When it conies to gym matters he is the Juan
NAME: Juan Aguilar
AGE: 42
BIRTHPLACE: Queretaro, Mexico
A TORERO SINCE 1992
When it comes to collegiate sports, no one
has seen more USD volleyball and basketball
action than Juan Aguilar.
Aguilar, a campus employee since 1992,
worked as part of the janitorial staff at
the UC before moving to the Jenny Craig
Pavilion in December 2000, where he has
since been strolling through the building's
immaculate floors and facilities, equipped

with headphones on his ears and a gaping grin
on his face.
Quite the popular character around the gym,
yells of "Hey Juan" and handshakes from many
different people greet him as he mops and vacu
ums his way through the many spots and crevices
every day in the palace of San Diego athletics.
"The best part of my job is getting to know the
ball players, student workers and co-workers,"
Aguilar said. "Every once in a while people pop
up in my mind, people that have been at the JCP
but aren't there anymore."
A long-time campus employee, Aguilar has
seen many changing faces of USD through the

years including students, coaches, athletes and
fans.
Although Aguilar works mostly mornings at
the pavilion, he also plays a crucial role behind
the scenes of many basketball, volleyball and
football games, working extended hours to up
keep the JCP's spotless floors and facilities long
after spectators return home from the games.
With all the time spent around the gym, one
thing Aguilar said he has taken for granted
through the years is the basketball scene, espe
cially with the Toreros winning the WCC tourna
ment at the JCP this year.
"I didn't realize how big the basketball pro

T OTAL : 2 , 1 5 4

gram is in San Diego.
I just realized in the
NCAAs how big it is.
I'm here, I see these
guys every day," Agu
ilar said.
In his time away ,
Aguilar enjoys play
ing with computers
and riding his motor
cycle. "I also like to
hang out with friends
and family back in yyaste
Tijuana," he said.

P ART -T IME : 7 3 0
ADMINISTRATION: 5
PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT: 93
OTHER: 230
FACULTY: 402
F ULL -T IME : 1 , 4 2 4
ADMINISTRATION: 135
PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT: 346
JENNA JAY/THE VISTA

management

js just one aspect of Aguilar's job at the JCP.

OTHER: 581
FACULTY: 362

10

Thursday, May 1, 2008

The Vista

SOLD!
3920 Riviera Dr. #T San Diego, CA 92109
LARGE AND SMALL, WE SELL THEM ALL!
SETH O'BYRNE AND HIS TEAM OF AGENTS SPECIALIZE IN SAN DIEGO REAL ESTATE.
SETH WORKS WITH BOTH BUYERS AND SELLERS AND FOCUSES ON HIS COMMITMENT TO THE
UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY.
FROM OCEAN FRONT HOMES SALES UP TO $3,000,000 TO OUR FIXER HOUSE OFF LINDA VISTA ROAD FOR $299,000
OUR GUARANTEE IS THAT WE WILL SERVICE ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS WITH LUXURY CARE AND CONSIDERATION.
WE ARE THANKFUL FOR OUR CONTINUED GROWTH AS WE THRIVE IN A CHANGING MARKETPLACE AND THANK YOU
FOR YOUR BUSINESS AND REFERRALS. CALL US WITH QUESTIONS; WERE HERE TO HELP - AVAILABLE 24/7 FROM MY

CELL PHONE NUMBER 858.869.3940

IndymacBank"

David Wright

858.349.7468 cell

"Indymac is one of the most competitive banks in the nation
and I would be honored to show you why more San Diegans
choose to get their home loans through us! -David Wright"

¥
858.869.3940 cell
seth@sethobyrne.com email
www.sethobyrne.com website
8 2 8 prospect st ste 200 Lajolla, CA 92037 - RE/MAX Associates

Thursday, May 1, 2008

The Vista

ARTS & CULTURE
Kaitlin Perry

A & C Editor

Sweet

The idea of being alone is a
great fear of many people. I'm
not going to deny it, I too have
been a prisoner of that fear.
Think back to living with your
parents. Remember when they
would leave for about an hour
and you would feel an impres
sive sense of freedom? If not,
think about how you feel when
your roommate is at class and
you have the whole place to
yourself. Nice right?
If you think about it further,
you realize that the reason you
felt free and at ease was be
cause you were no longer being
casually judged and observed
by the people you live with. It
wasn't just because you were
physically alone but because
you were mentally alone.
So why is it that so many
people are afraid to be without
a significant other, serious or
not? It definitely has nothing
to do with being in a room by
oneself. For some reason it has
become accepted as normal to
feel that you need someone
else to complete you. What
happened to that appreciation
of solitude we get When we are
physically alone? Why can't
that transfer to our emotions
and relationships? It can.
Spend a day alone. Go out
side by yourself, go to a cafe
by yourself, go shopping by
yourself and, if you're extra
brave, try going to a concert by
yourself. The best, though, is
to take a drive by yourself lis
tening to music without words
(Dntel is the best). Pay atten
tion to that little bit of peace
you feel and hold on to it. It
will only grow and you will
only further realize that you
are still yourself and still have
the potential to be completely
happy without having another
person on the side. Once you
can fully appreciate the value
of solitude, your life will be
a lot easier to handle. It's that
simple, I think.

"I'm not the devil's joystick."
-Rusty, "GREEK"

kperry@usdvista.com

Demetri Martin brings the laughs to USD

solitude

BY KAITLIN PERRY
Arts & Culture Editor
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Cultureworthy:

BY PETER CHO
Staff Writer
Emmy Award-nominated
comedian Demetri Martin
performed at Shiley Theater
on April 24, gracing the
USD student body with his
trademark deadpan humor.
Sporting a turtle green shirt
with the word "COMEDY"
written on the front paired
with equally vibrant green
sneakers, Martin
wowed
the packed crowd with his
quick wit, guitar and har
monica (simultaneously), a
poorly tuned piano, a broken
mic stand and a green laser
pointer.
Martin is known mainly for
his roles as a correspondent
for "The Daily Show" and as
a writer for "Late Night with
Conan O'Brien." He released
his comedy album "These
Are Jokes" in September
2006, and his Comedy Cen
tral Special "Demetri Martin.
Person." in September 2007.
He's also featured on the
2008 "The Best of Comedy
Central Presents" DVD.
After a rocky start in
Shiley Theater with the mic
system, as people yell for him
to "speak up" and "annunci
ate," Martin quickly adapted
to the situation, throwing a
mic stand onto the floor with
the intent of periodically
reminding himself to speak
louder. A number of people
in the back rows eventually
moved to sit in the aisles near

r — —
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Demetri Martin during his well-received performance in Shiley Theatre on April 24. Demetri is known on
YouTube for his guitar standup routine.

the stage.
Martin also integrated
many jokes about San Diego
and USD, mentioning he had
never been to a university
with a "Faith and Justice"
building. When the crowd
corrected him, he wondered
out loud whether it was ac
tually named the "Peace,
Candy and Justice" building.
He also stopped through
out the show to point out
architectural oddities in the
theater with his green laser
pointer, like the out-of-place
gargoyle above the stage.
The show went well for
the rest of the night, with a
large chunk of the material
not coming from his recorded

— —

—

standup CD or DVDs. Crowd
favorites like the "Large
Pad" made an appearance,
and featured diagrams such
as the line graph in which the
number of times a girl says
"like" inversely affects how
much he "likes her," or the
empty pie chart that repre
sents procrastination.
Absent from the show was
Martin's penchant for show
casing his quirky talents
like roaming the stage on a
unicycle, juggling objects,
constructing
palindromes
and drawing with both hands
simultaneously. The show,
however, was favorably re
ceived by the crowd, minus
the minor setbacks in the be

— —

—

ginning and throughout the
performance, and ended with
enthusiastic applause.
For those who are familiar
with the comedic style of
acts such as Mitch Hedberg
or Flight of the Conchords,
Demetri Martin will be
an easy transition. With a
deadpan style and plenty of
one-liners, Martin's comedy
focuses on things around him
and his observations of the
world. If you want to take a
break from the hyperactiveness of Dane Cook or the
lameness of supposed come
dian Carlos Mencia, Demetri
Martin is your best bet for
achieving comedic enlight
enment. ,

— —

—

Editor's picks - experimenting with your
I
attention span and patience

i

I
I

I
I

"My Kid Could
Paint That"

A documentary that starts
out as an examination
of the effect a supposed
"child prodigy" has on
the art world, but quickly
turns into an investigation
into the authenticity of the
paintings. Are her parents
actually doing the work and
using their child as a lure
for gallery owners and art
^adlectm^jhke?

(

"Radiohead
Live on VH1"
If you can't afford to be a
part of Radiohead's tour this
summer, turn on VH1 this
Saturday at midnight for
a special live show that is
guaranteed to be absolutely
beautiful and moving. Even if
you can catch Radiohead this
summer, if you want to make
yourself even more excited
and antsy turn on this show. I
know I will.

"Lynch"
A documentary about the
creative process of famed
filmmaker David Lynch,
the man behind famous
films "Blue Velvet" and
"The Elephant Man." This
documentary shows viewers
how eccentric Lynch is on
a movie set, particularly the
set of "INLAND EMPIRE."
Tickets are $5 for students
and the film is at 7 p.m. on
May 8 at MCASD La Jolla.

"Wet N Wild"
by Steve Aoki
I have found one of the best
"pre" anything songs for those
who appreciate the vulgarity
of Mickey Avalon and crazy
dance beats. How could you
not appreciate lyrics such as
"there's a party in my pants
and you're all on the list"? It's
pure genius, pure fun, pure
dance, pure entertainment and
pure any adjective that will
make you listen.
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Mariah Carey debuts at No. 1 - again

Hot Chip plays
Her latest album has bouncy songs and hot collaborations sold-out show
BY NICOLE DEFELICE
STAFF WRITER

I expect big things from
Mariah Carey, given her
powerhouse voice and years
of experience in the music in
dustry, thus I was a bit disap
pointed when I first observed
that many of the stand-out
songs on her new album,
"E=MC2," sound similar to
what everyone else on the
radio is doing these days.
The album opens with
Carey humming some of her
high notes in "Migrate," a
guaranteed hot collaboration
with T-Pain, since he has
recently been established as
a hit-maker with his collabo
rations with Chris Brown,
Fabolous, Baby Bash and
Kanye West - just to name
a few. The club track is cool
with an infectious beat and
will likely be a hit single, but
the hip-hop songs with refer
ences to Patron are getting a
little redundant.
Next is "Touch My Body,"
the first single off the album
that hit No. 1 on the Billboard
Hot 100 a few weeks ago as
Carey's 18th No. 1 track,
breaking
Elvis
Presley's

COURTESY OF MARIAHCAREY.COM

Mariah Carey shines with the debut of her new album.

record. This playful pop song
also lacks substance in lyrical
content with witty but some
what boring phrases such as
"If there's a camera up in
here then I best not catch this
flick on YouTube." ,
Carey does try some new
sounds on "E=MC2." One of
the best songs on the album
is "Cruise Control," in which
Carey teams up with Damian
Marley to experiment with

reggae flavor.
The upbeat
song is fun with a catchy
chorus, and Carey playfully
sings the second verse in a
Jamaican accent.
She also creates somewhat
of a disco vibe on the chorus
of "I'm That Chick." Young
Jeezy is featured as another
hot collaboration on "Side
Effects," a bouncy song with
a strong chorus and Jeezy's
characteristic heavy beats.

Although a majority of the
songs on this album seem to
lack lyrical substance and
originality, there are a few
that are more meaningful,
including "I Stay in Love,"
a bouncy ballad in which
Carey sings, "We said let go
but I kept on hangin' on."
The most touching lyrics are
in her second single, "Bye
Bye," which is dedicated to
anyone who has lost a loved
one. "It's so hard to accept
the fact you're gone forever
/And it's true that you've
reached a better place, still
I'd give the world to see your
face." Carey's most personal
song on the album, "I Wish
You Well," is a more serious,
spiritual song about letting go
and freeing yourself. "Surely
God is my salvation/I will
trust and not be afraid."
I do miss some of Carey's
slower and more powerful
ballads from the "Daydream"
days, but this album is overall
fun and light-hearted. She has
a good time and doesn't take
herself too seriously. What
ever you may think about
her or her .new album, you
cannot deny Carey's excep
tional talent that is still tough
competition after nearly two
decades.

BY KAITLIN PERRY
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
Hot Chip played the final
show of their tour this past
Monday at the Mayan The
ater in Los Angeles. After a
tiring weekend at Coachella,
the band was able to provide
a high-energy show for the
many fans that were unable
to attend the annual music
festival.
Though their- most danceable songs are on their previ
ous albums "The Warning"
and "Coming on Strong," Hot
Chip decided to play their
newer, slower songs, which
was somewhat of a disap
pointment but quality none
theless.
The highlights of the
show were the bounce-in
ducing transition into "Boys
From School," which had
much more bass than the re
corded album track, and the
faster version of "Crap Kraft
Dinner" which had audience
members singing along word
for word.
Openers Free Blood de
serve an honorable mention as
well. The two bands together
provided a very fun dance
party.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2008!
Welcome to the USD Alumni Association!
As a USD graduate, you are automatically a member of the Alumni
Association, a network of over 48,000 alumni in all 50 states and 88
countries around the world! We invite you to stay involved:
• Attend alumni events and activities
• Join your Regional Alumni Chapter
• Network online in the Torero Network
• Access free alumni benefits
USD alumni share their experiences with students at
student-alumni networking events.

http://alumni.sandieao.edu
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M.Ward and Zooey Deschanel team up
BY KIRBY BROOKS
STAFF WRITER

It is a familiar story. Ac
tress turns singer and lack
of talent sends actress right
back to the big screen. But
actress Zooey Deschanel
- the wide-eyed brunette in
"Almost Famous" and "Elf'
- is different than other
actresses trying their hand
at singing (see Lindsay
Lohan's 2004 disaster). De
schanel has paired up with
indie darling singer/song
writer M. Ward to form She
and Him. The duo met while
recording a cover of Rich
ard and Linda Thompson's
"When I Get to the Border"
for 2006's "The Go-Getter"
soundtrack and bonded over
their mutual love of George
Harrison, Nina Simone, Ella
Fitzgerald and the Beach
Boys. After two weeks of
recording in Ward's native
Portland, Ore., She and Him
created their first album,
"Volume One."
Produced by Merge Re
cords, home to Arcade Fire,
Spoon, the Shout Out Louds
and of course M. Ward, the

COURTESY OF SHEANDHIM.

M. Ward and Zooey Deschanel m;

e a delightful duo on "Volume One."

12-track album is reminis
cent of the pop and country
artists who influenced the
pair. She and Him states
on their website, www.sheandhim.com, that they made
their record "as a love letter
to the musicians who in
spired it." Don't expect any
duets on "Volume One;"

Ward's vocal contributions
are limited. Instead he adds
credibility, experience and
the guitar playing he is
famous for to Deschanel's
vintage-like vocals. She has
been honing her talent in her
cabaret act, "If All the Stars
Were Pretty Babies," brief
bursts of song in her films

Catharsis and the Humdrum disappoints
BY MARK HEISEY
COPY EDITOR

When Kaitlin Perry, Arts
& Culture editor, asked me
to review a band who has
been compared to Radiohead,
the music-loving side of me
wanted to say yes, while the
lazy side of me wanted to say
no. Sensing my hesitation,
Kaitlin went on to say that
they've also been compared
with U2, The Smiths, The
Cure and Matchbox 20. At that
point the music-loving side
of me regretted ever having
shown interest, but my wellI-guess-I'm-gonna-have-todo-this-now-because-I'd-bekind-of-a-jerk-if-I-didn't side
got me to agree. The band is
Catharsis and the Humdrum,
who recently released a selftitled full-length album, their
second.
The band's unfortunate
name describes them almost
perfectly, although I would
probably have gone with
lethargy rather than cathar
sis. Close enough. Humdrum
is spot on. The album's first
track, "Hit Parade" opens with
a catchy enough guitar lick,
and things pretty much go
downhill from there. As Kevin

Thornton's vocals enter, it be
comes pretty clear from his
airy singing where the associ
ation with The Smiths comes
from.
The first half of the album
features pretty standard al-

The band's
unfortunate
name de
scribes them
almost perfect
ly, although I
would probably
have gone with
lethargy rather
than catharsis.
temative verse-chorus-versechorus-bridge-chorus songs.
I can only call it unfortunate
- sorry that word is coming
up a lot - that CATH's, as I

like to call them, drummer
is former Brazil lead-singer
Jonathon Newby. Although he
sang in a pretty dynamic band,
his drumming is anything but
dynamic, and song after song
of, what's the word, oh yeah,
humdrum beats and muddy
rhythm guitar fill the album.
As if the band's own songs
aren't bad enough, they cover
songs by a who's who of awful
80s bands, including The
Police's "Every Breath You
Take" and Eurythmics' "Here
Comes the Rain." They really
own the awfulness of these
songs, making them painful to
listen to in a whole new way.
At least CATH didn't write the
worst songs on the album.
The last four tracks, three
of which are taken from the
1998 EP "Death of Komarov," at least begin to show a
little variety. "Always Behind
Me," features a deliberate,
um, cathartic guitar riff, while
"New World Order" is a little
more upbeat instrumental ly,
though the apocalyptic lyrics
are a little dark. The album
ends with "Sweet Satellite,"
whose jangly, reverb-laden
guitars, haunting organ and
melancholy vocals are almost
reminiscent of...Radiohead.
Finally!

- most notably in "Elf'
- and in ex-boyfriend Jason
Schwartzman's
"Coconut
Records LP," but she has
been waiting to really debut
her talent.
A secretive songwriter
for years, Deschanel wrote
nine tracks on the album.
"Take It Back" echoes

PLEASE

RECYCLE
YOUR
ISSUE
OF

Carly Simon and through
out "Volume One" Descha
nel conjures Dusty Spring
field. The cover of Smokey
Robinson's "You Really Got
A Hold On Me" is success
ful but the country-infused
remake of the classic Bea
tles' tune "I Should Have
Known Better" falls flat,
proving you can't improve
upon perfection. She and
Him are set to tour in the
upcoming months, and plans
to produce "Volume Two"
are already in the works.
In the meantime, De
schanel is busy with the
impending release of two
films, "Yes Man" with
Jim Carrey and M. Night
Shyamalan's "The Hap
pening." M. Ward is set to
release his follow-up album
to 2006's acclaimed "PostWar" and is performing in
San Francisco's Outland
Music Festival this August.
Rumor also has it that Ward
is collaborating with Jenny
Lewis of Rilo Kiley on her
second solo album. He coproduced Lewis' first solo
project, "Rabbit Fur Coat."
She and Him's "Volume
One" is available through

iTunes.

Classified
2 la jolla 1 bed
room condos for
sale 279k each. 1
3 bedroom townhome for sale walking distance
to usd 445k - 2 car
garage. Call seth,
remax agent"

THE VISTA

JL

Seth O'Byrne,
RE/MAX Asso
ciates La Jolla
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This is not
sports!

BY RAYMOND AYALA
SPORTS EDITOR
Last time we heard about Roger
Clemens, he was accused of using
steroids in the Mitchell report and
attending a hearing on congress with
his accuser Brian McNamee. Now it
seems like there will be another issue
Clemens will have to deal with.
On Monday, the New York Times
accused Clemens of having an ille
gal affair with a 15-year-old country
singer, Mindy McCready. According
to the report, when Clemens was 28,
and pitching for the Red Sox, he had
a relationship with the young singer.
Clemens was married with two chil
dren at the time of the relationship.
Apparently McNamee's lawyer
plans to use this against Clemens in
his steroids case. He is going to be
use it to try and prove that Clemens
character is not as squeaky clean as
everyone thinks.
What Clemens did in his major
league career was something special,
but he is pretty much the Britney
Spears of baseball right now. Anything
Clemens has done in his past, he now
has to come clean about it. No matter
what anyone believes, I feel what Cle
mens did off the field has no bearing
on what anyone should feel about him
as a baseball player.
Think about it. How many athletes
have done illegal things in the past
and have been caught for it? I have
a better question. How many athletes
have done things in the past, and have
not been caught for it?
What Clemens did was wrong not to mention illegal. He cheated on
his wife with an underage girl. But
this has nothing to do with Clemens
the baseball player. After seeing this
article on ESPN.com, I realized the
sports Section should be about sports
- period.
The steroid issue directly affects
the on-field play of Clemens, and any
sports fan out there can scrutinize
that. This issue of adultery is not a
sports issue, therefore if papers want
to post reports about Clemens' outside
life - even though a guilty conviction
would prevent him from playing they should do it away from the sports
section. There are no positives that are
going to come out of this information
being released, except that McCready
may now get a book deal.
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Sportsworthy:

"My motto was always to keep swinging. Whether I was in a
slump or feeling badly or having trouble off the field, the only
thing to do was keep swinging."
-Hall of Famer Hank Aaron

Sweet 16 for Toreros baseball
BY JUSTIN SAKS
STAFF WRITER

The Toreros baseball team has been
hotter than the recent heat wave in San
Diego. They have strung together a
school record 16 consecutive wins with
their explosive offense and lights out
pitching to run their overall record to 3511, 13-2 in West Coast Conference play.
While propelling themselves to a No. 7
national ranking, the team has sported
a .346 batting average, outscored oppo
nents 129-48 and their pitching staff is
bolstering a 2.50 team ERA.
Since a slow start to the season, the
Toreros are hitting their stride as the
season winds down and with the goal of
going to Omaha for the College World
Series.
"There is no difference from the be
ginning of the year to now. We knew we
were a good team. We basically had to
learn how to win as a complete team.
We couldn't just rely on the pitching or
the hitting; we had to put it all together,"
said junior pitcher Scott DeNault.
This past weekend the Toreros swept
the LMU Lions with their one-two
punch of dominant hitting and pitch
ing.
On Friday it was staff ace Brian
Matusz picking up his ninth consecutive
win and improving to 9-1 on the season.
Since his season opening loss to San
Diego State, Matusz has not lost a game
while posting a 0.91 ERA and holding
opponents to a .197 batting average.
Picking up nine strikeouts in the 11-4
win over LMU, Matusz leads the nation
with 99 strikeouts on the season.
Logan Gelbrich led the offensive
surge going 2-for-5 on the day with a
double and four RBI. Both Sean Nichol
and Kevin Hansen went 2-for-4 at the
dish with a double.
On Saturday sophomore closer AJ
Griffin slammed the door on the Lions.
He picked up his school record 21st
career save in the Toreros 6-4 victory.
"I just take the mound and try my
best. I honestly don't think much when I
am pitching. I just go out there and trust
my abilities and it usually works out for
the best," said Griffin about his role as
closer. When Griffin came to USD, he
didn't know what his role would be,

Week in Review
BY RAYMOND AYALA
SPORTS EDITOR
%

Men's football
The USD football team had a very
successful weekend, as a couple of
the program's former players will get
a shot with NFL teams. Defensive

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

Sophomore outfielder Kevin Muno slides home during a play at the plate. Muno has
just been one of the many Toreros that have been destroying opposing pitching during
their current team record 16-game winning streak.

but it seems like he has found his niche.
"We already had a well-established
pitching staff with Matusz, Romanski
and Couch last year so I just sort of fell
into the position of closer and it seems
that it worked out in our favor," said
Griffin.
Josh Romanski looked strong from
the mound, striking out nine while al
lowing four runs on only five hits in
seven innings. Nichol was 3-for-5 with
an RBI on the day and paced the of
fense. James Meador kept up his torrid
offensive streak by going 2-for-3 with
an RBI.
In the final game of the series, the
Toreros crushed the Lions. Jose Valerio
put on a hitting clinic going 2-for-4 with
two home runs-one a grand slam-while
picking up six RBI.
Meador tried to keep up and went
3-for-5 with a double, home run and
three RBI. Freshman pitcher Kyle Blair
picked up the win on the mound while

allowing no runs and one hit along with
his eight strikeouts in 4.2 innings of
relief.
Can the Toreros ride this streak all
the way to Omaha and a first ever Col
lege World Series Championship?
"As a team we don't like to think
about streaks or where we are going.
Our philosophy is to take every game
as a season of one. We don't think any
further than our next game," DeNault
said.
The Toreros will have a tough task at
hand when they travel to Pepperdine to
take on the No. 13 ranked Waves this
weekend.
The Toreros then will travel to UCLA
and San Francisco the following week
to finish up their regular season.
Even though the heat wave in San
Diego broke, it will hopefully be a
couple of months longer before this
lethal offense and pitching combination
can be extinguished.

end Eric Bakhtiari signed a free agent
contract with the hometown San Diego
Chargers, while wide receiver Wes
Doyle will be joining his former quar
terback Josh Johnson, after signing
a free agent contract with the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers.

themselves caught in another slump.
The Toreros fell victim to a fourgame sweep by the St. Mary's Gaels
and have now lost 10 of their last
12 games. The hitting has improved
tremendously this year, with junior
Lindsay Fleet, sophomore Carey
Casciola and freshman Celeste Soto
all having great offensive seasons.

Next game: The USD football team
concluded spring practices a week
ago and will look to team leader J.T.
Rogan to help them cope with the loss
of Johnson.

Women's softball
The Toreros softball team has found

Next game: The Toreros will finish
their season on May 4, as they host
Sacramento State. This will also be
the last game for senior outfielder
Nichole Valenzuela, who has had a
fantastic career for the Toreros.

SPORTS
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USD develops unique connection with Tampa Bay
BY RAYMOND AYALA
SPORTS EDITOR

Tampa Bay is home to many special
events and attractions. But believe it or
not the city is becoming an adoptivehome to many USD athletes.
The Tampa Bay connection began
in early 2006, when USD pitcher Josh
Butler was selected by the Tampa Bay
Rays 47th overall. Butler started out his
career slow with the organization, but
has lately been impressive.
In 2007, Butler put up nine wins with
an era of 3.63. This year saw Butler get
traded to the Milwaukee Brewers in ex
change for outfielder Gabe Gross.
In March 2008, the men's basketball
team made history while competing in
the NCAA tournament. Their tourna
ment site was randomly selected to be
Tampa Bay. It was during that tourna
ment run, that De'Jon Jackson hit a
game-winning basket to upset Con
necticut, and the Toreros became one of
the Cinderellas of the tournament.
A group of students accompanied the
USD men's basketball team to Tampa
Bay. While in the city, many students
were at first not thrilled about heading
all the way to Tampa Bay. But after
spending a couple of days in the city,
students grew to adopt it as their second
home.
Just one month after the Toreros
extraordinary NCAA tournament run
in Tampa Bay, the NFL Draft was fast
approaching and Torero football play

•

ers Josh Johnson, Eric Bakiarti and Wes
Doyle were all waiting to see if a team
would give them a chance, either by
drafting them or signing them to a free
agent contract. After the dust settled,
and the NFL Draft had ended two USD
players were packing their bags and
headed to Tampa Bay.
The Buccaneers drafted Johnsons in
the fifth round of the NFL draft. Doyle
signed a free agent contract with the
same team. Both players will have a
shot at competing for playing time this
season.
In May the 2008 MLB Draft will
most likely feature pitcher Brian Matusz
and super-utility man Josh Romanski
getting drafted in the early rounds. The
Tampa Bay Rays have the first pick
in the draft. Matusz and/or Romanski
could potentially be another addition
to Tampa Bay's growing collection of
USD athletes.
The connection could also help the
school in recruiting battles. Florida is
known to have some of the country's
best athletes in football, basketball
and baseball. Though the majority go
on to play at either major campuses or
Florida mid-major schools, young ath
letes that see the recognition USD gets
in their state could be more inclined to
give the school a shot. Not to mention
the weather in San Diego and Florida is
similar.
The Tampa Bay and University of
San Diego connection is a unique one.
The campus and the city are separated
by more than 2,400 miles and are on
completely different coasts. Yet many

1 Month FREE!

PETER CH0/THE VISTA

The University of San Diego has had great success in Tampa Bay. What began as a
coincidence, has now evolved into a biotic relationship between the school and city.

of USD's best athletic achievements,
both individual and team, have been ac
complished in one of Florida's up and
coming cities.
It may just be by coincidence, but the
fact that Tampa Bay has already done
so much for USD athletics is a sign of

things to come. What once was a little
school, buried behind SDSU, is now be
coming a known athletic powerhouse.
Who knows, maybe Manhattan, N.Y.
could be the new stomping grounds for
the Toreros, one more quality year and
the program will be on the map.
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Call for more details and reserve your space today!
Offer valid at Hotel Circle & Fashion Valley locations only. For new
customers only. On select units — while supplies last. Expires 5/31/08.
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Hotel Circle
2245 Hotel Circle South
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619-295-5255
*

§1Murray Canyon FM

Look for us at the University
Center on 4/30 and 5/1 and
get 1 FREE small box. Get 2 more
FREE boxes with each rental!
*For USD students only—while supplies last.

Office Hours:
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. M-F
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. S-S
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PIZZA
PASTA

\

Fashion Valley
1501 Frazee Road

619-296-5200

More locations to serve you including Morena — Bay Park
1190-B W Morena Blvd. / 619-267-6777

We Deliver

to the Campus

1858)488-9999
$ 10 MINIMUN FOR DELIVERY

APPETIZERS • SOUP
CALZONES • SALADS
PASTA • SANDWICHES
Closed on Mondays
Sun, Tue, Wed: 3pni to 11 pin
Thurs, Fri and Sat: 3pm to 2am

2909 MISSION BL.
(Next to Beaehconiber)
$3 OFF
$4 OFF

t f OFF

$2 OFF

Minimum 3 Toppings.

Minimum 3 Toppings.

IUMBO

MEDIUM

One coupon per order
Please mention coupon when ordering
Offers cannot be combined
Valid any time.

XLARGE
LARGE

One coupon per order
Please mention coupon when ottering.
Offers cannot be combined
vahd anytime
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Bucs take Josh Johnson in fifth round
BY ALBERT SAMAHA
STAFF WRITER
The undersized quarterback with an
oversized heart steps into the pocket,
adeptly eluding defenders as they
crash around him. While the eyes of
the nation are fixated 3,000 miles away
on the recently inaugurated president,
the eyes of the undersized quarterback
scan the 'open field ahead. Through the
dense Bay Area fog he sees an open
stretch of green. Nobody believed he
would get to where he is now, yet he
has still much more to prove. As he
swiftly approaches the line of scrim
mage his peripheral perceives a flash
to his left. He barely has to look before
the ball is out of his hand. Touchdown.
Josh Johnson exuberantly celebrates.
After all, his 49ers have just taken the
lead.
While Johnson reeled in varsity
letters at Oakland Tech High School,
Jeff Garcia quarterbacked his favorite
team across the bay. Fittingly, the two
are now teammates.
Sunday marked an historic day for
USD sports, as Josh Johnson became
the first Torero ever selected in the NFL
draft. Taken by the Tampa Bay Bucca
neers in the with the 25th pick of the
fifth round, Johnson will compete with
Garcia, Brian Griese, Luke McCown,
Chris Simms and Bruce Gradkowski
for the spot under center. The team is
a great fit for Johnson as it provides an
aging pro-bowler in Garcia, giving the
former Torero adequate time to adjust
to the league and develop his skills
before taking over as a starter. Further
more, Garcia may serve as a mentor
to Johnson as the two share similar
COURTESY OF USD ATHLETICS
playing styles, so much so, in fact, that
Former USD Quarterback Josh Johnson became the first football player in USD history Scout.com previously projected the
to be chosen in the NFL Draft. Johnson will compete with established veterans Brian
young signal caller to be the "Next Jeff
Griese and Chris Simms for the backup job behind Jeff Garcia.
Garcia."

Perhaps most importantly, Johnson
will have the opportunity to play for
one of the great quarterback develop
ers in head coach Jon Gruden.
Johnson
will flourish
under
Gruden's West Coast offense that, for
quarterbacks, emphasizes mobility,
accuracy and decision making - three
of Johnson's best attributes. History
has shown us that situation takes pre
cedence over talent in determining the
success of a quarterback. Late round
picks such as Derek Anderson, Matt
Hasselbeck, Tony Romo (who actually
went undrafted) and, of course, Tom
Brady held the clipboard for veteran
starters in the beginning of their ca
reers before eventually taking over and
never looking back.
Irony envelops the fact that while
in high school Johnson shared the Bay
Area with both Garcia and Gruden,
who coached the Raiders from 1998
to 2001. Now, in another bay, the
three will share meeting rooms where
Gruden notoriously entertains his play
ers with his overwhelming knowledge
of football, most notably the quarter
back position.
As the media has grown to appreci
ate Johnson, fans have grown to em
brace him.
Now the undersized quarterback
feigns a handoff to the tailback. His
back faces the defense. He does not see
the pressure, but he senses it. Without
looking he slides to his right then spins
to his left - all in one motion - sending
the blitzing linebacker face first into
the grass. The undersized quarterback
looks to his left and knows he will
have a man open on the right. With
seeming ease, he whistles the ball to
the receiver who has yet to even look.
Touchdown.
Johnson exuberantly celebrates. His
pass was perfect.

Club volleyball takes fifth at nationals
BY ANTHONY GENTILE
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Platteville.
The following day the team went 1-1
in pool play. After defeating Michigan
The USD club volleyball team Tech in two games, club volleyball was
completed their 2008 season with a swept by Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
fifth-place finish in Division II at the
USD's play in the first two days
Club Volleyball Nationals. The nation earned them a spot in the Gold Bracket
als were held April 10-12 at the Dallas* single elimination playoffs on April 12.
Convention Center.
In the first round, the team beat SUNY
"It was our first time competing Cortland, who had to forfeit due to
in Division II at nationals and it was missing referee duty. They then lost in
great to come in tied for fifth out of 48 the quarterfinals to No. 1 overall seed
teams against great competition," said and eventual runner-up Sonoma State
senior libero and team co-captain Nick in two games. Senior setter Matt Nash
Casassa.
received honorable mention for the allTwo years ago, the team played in tournament team.
Division I and finished tied for last.
Club volleyball is unique in that
And last year, the team missed out on players have six years of eligibility,
nationals due to injury.
instead of the usual four years that
For this year's tournament, club vol NCAA sports allow. Players lose a
leyball played in Division II, which is year of eligibility if they participate at
open to schools with enrollments less nationals.
than 15,000. The team entered nation
While most of USD's team is under
als as the No. 11 overall seed out of the graduates, the team's oth®r co-captain,
field of 48.
outside hitter John Hammerstrand, is a
On day one of the tournament, USD third-year law student at USD. Ham
was the top seed in their pool and merstrand is one of a couple law stu
swept their competition in pool play. dents on this year's roster.
The team picked up two-game wins
Club volleyball plays in the South
over Central Oklahoma and Villanova, ern California Collegiate Club Vol
and a three-game win over Wisconsin- leyball League, which consists of 15

teams from the region. In the
South division, USD played
against UCSD, SDSU, UC
Irvine and Cal State Fullerton
and finished third with a 1-4
record.
In addition to nationals,
the team also appeared in the
Las Vegas Tournament, held
March 20-21 on the campus
of UNLV. In that tourney,
USD made it to the finals of
the Bronze Division, where
they lost to Arizona B in two
games.
Despite their success this
season, Casassa said club
volleyball may not exist next
year. This is because of the 13
players on the team, seven will
not be returning next season,
including five of the team's
starters.
COURTESY OF CHRIS BLAY
"The guys coming back are a Club volleyball senior setter Matt Nash earned allgreat core of players," Casassa tournament team honorable mention. USD finished
said, "who with a couple of fifth out of 48 teams in Division II.
players should be able to repeat
worried about the club's future.
or do better at nationals."
"It's a program of tradition," Casassa
Although Casassa is graduating this said. "We've always had great players
year, he still has years of eligibility. come to play and we are very competi
But if he doesn't play, Casassa is not tive."

